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Introduction 
 

ERASMUS+ REPESEA project develops research and cooperation network of Asian 

and European partner universities. The research capacities involved many projects 

developed at partner higher education institutions in Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand 

such as the creation and implementation of the System of the Assessment of Quality and 

Impact of Research and the development and introduction of self-contained transferable 

research skill training modules. Dissemination relating to these projects were also carried 

out in various public and private universities by each of the partner countries. One of the 

way to also disseminate outcome of the projects is through a conference. It will be a 

place for people wanting to share and exchange new ideas and innovation. This would 

also be an ideal occasion to meet people and foster networking among academicians, 

policy makers and researchers. 

 

Organizing the REPESEA National Conference 

A REPESEA National Conference was organized by partner university, Universiti 

Teknologi MARA as a way of gathering academicians, policy makers and researchers 

together for a sharing session on the Erasmus+ REPESEA project outcome of SAIQoR. 

The banner and bunting for the REPESEA National Conference were designed and 

printed. 
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Organizing Team of the REPESEA National Conference 

The team from Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia, comprising of Professor Dr 

Rosmimah Mohd Roslin, Professor Dr Noormala Amir Ishak and Associate Professor 

Dr Tan Peck Leong organized and arranged a conference held on 2nd October, 2019.  
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The Date, Venue and Participants 

The date for the REPESEA National Conference was decided on 2nd October 2019, on a 

Wednesday. This date was chosen after taking into account of the location, price of the 

conference package, parking and that the date did not overlap with any national or 

religious functions. The team members approached three hotels for possible venues and 

received the quotations for the REPESEA National Conference for the chosen date. 

From the three quotations, i.e., from Concorde Hotel Shah Alam, Grand Bluewave 

Hotel Shah Alam and The Saujana Hotel Kuala Lumpur; a decision was made to choose 

Grand Bluewave Hotel Shah Alam, after getting approval from the REPESEA Project 

Coordinator. The agreed cost was RM115 per pax for 50 participants, tax not included. A 
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sub-contract was signed by both representatives from  UiTM and Grand Bluewave Hotel 

Shah Alam. 

 
After agreeing on the venue and costs involved and sub-contract signed, the team 

members carried out two tasks: providing the list of at least 50 potential participants 

attending conference and also to identify speakers. The team gathered about 100 names 

of academicians and researchers from both public and private universities. Emails were 

sent to them to notify and invite them to the REPESEA National Conference. The 

conference was held free of charge and lunch was provided at the end of the conference. 

The team anticipated not all of the 100 invitees would be able to join and after the replies 

came in, the team received the targeted number of 50 interested participants. However, 

as expected, on the day of the conference itself, about 5 participants could not make it to 

the conference due to various unforeseen circumstances. Evaluation forms were also 

prepared and given to all participants to complete at the end of the conference. The 

evaluation was on the presenters’ presentation competencies and the structure and 

contents of the topics presented. Analysis was carried out and the results are shared in 

this report. 

 

Conference Speakers 

The team wrote to the Malaysian Ministry of Higher Education to seek support and 

suggestion for an expert as Invited Speaker to the REPESEA National Conference to 

deliver on the topic of ‘Research Impact Assessment in Higher Institutions: The Way 

Forward'. The Ministry was helpful in identifying a prolific researcher who is involved 

and work closely with the Ministry of Higher Education and is a Professor from 

University of Malaya. 

Professor Shaliza Ibrahim is the newly-appointed first President of The 

Malaysia Association of Research Managers and Administrators (MyRMA).  She has been 

involved in research management since 2009 as Head of the University of Malaya's 

Research Grant Management Unit, and is currently University of Malaya Associate Vice-

Chancellor (Research and Innovation).  In 2014 she was a University of Malaya  

representative in their collaboration with Epigeum UK to develop an online training 

module on Enhancing Research Impact (ERI), which is accessible by all staff in 
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University of Malaya.  She is Project Director for the Malaysian Research Management 

and Governance I&II Project (2015-2019) funded by the Newton Ungku Omar Fund, 

which looks into four areas namely Professional Research Management, Full Economic 

Costing, Research Impact and Research Data Repository. Each of these areas are being 

piloted in Malaysian institutions for possible implementation in the Malaysian 

context.  The establishment of MyRMA is an outcome of the MRMG project.  

 

 

 
A chemical engineer by training, Professor Shaliza has served as an academic at the 

Institute of Advanced Studies, the Faculty of Engineering and the Institute of Ocean and 

Earth Sciences.  She specializes in mixing and hydrodynamics in multiphase processes, 

and her ongoing research include biohydrogen production from effluent treatment and 

other water and wastewater treatment processes.  She has been selected to participate in 

programmes by the Royal Academy of Engineering (RAEng) UK -- the Leaders in 

Innovation Fellowship (LIF, 2017 London), Leaders in Innovation Accelerator (2019, 

MIGHT), and Asia Innovates (October 2019) which provide training on 

commercialization of research products.  The experience has been invaluable in her 

management role for research and innovation. 
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Conference Day: Registration 2nd October 2019 

It is very important to have additional manpower just to handle the registration. 

Assistance was provided by colleagues from Arshad Ayub Graduate Business School in 

receiving the participants and getting participants to sign up the attendance. Each 

participant received a bag consisting of the program schedule, a notebook from 

REPESEA, a training evaluation form to be filled and handed to the organizer at the end 

of conference and a brochure with information on Erasmus+ REPESEA’s activities 

carried out by the UiTM REPESEA team members. 

 

 

 

A registration form was prepared and participants signed up before they entered the 

conference room.  The participants were given a Certificate of Participation at the end of 

the conference, before they go for lunch.  

Two speakers delivered their topics, taking about one hour each. Professor Dr Shaliza 

Ibrahim talked about ‘Research Impact Assessment in Higher Institutions: The Way 

Forward’. Her talk was delivered professionally and she prepared slides. Several questions 
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were raised from the participants of which Professor Dr Shaliza answered very well. The 

session was very informative and interactive. 
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Our own REPESEA team member, Associate Professor Dr Tan Peck Leong, delivered 

the second topic with well-prepared slides. Dr Tan Peck Leong delivered the topic on 

‘Assessment of Research Impact: SAIQoR’. The talk introduced SAIQoR and how it 

could enhance the Malaysian Research Assessment Instrument (MYRA). MYRA is 

presently a comprehensive system developed to assess the research capacity and 

performance of all Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) in Malaysia. SAIQoR hopes to 

enhance MYRA in that the assessment will include the qualitative part in the research 

instrument.  

 

  

 

Post Conference and Evaluation Feedback on Speakers and Topics 

The REPESEA National Conference was successfully held. Participants filled in the 

evaluation forms and the results are shown in Table 1 and Table 2: 
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Table 1. Summaries of Evaluation Form Results 

 
Topics Mean Category 

Session 1: Professor Dr Shaliza Ibrahim 4.55 Very High* 
Presenter’s competence 4.68 Very High* 
Content and Structure of the Presentation 4.49 High** 

 Session 2: Associate Professor Dr Tan Peck Leong 4.60 Very High* 
Presenter’s competence 4.71 Very High* 
Content and Structure of the Presentation 4.54 Very High* 
* Very High: >4.50 
** High: 4.00-4.50 

 
Table 2. The Evaluation of Appropriateness and Effectiveness of the 
Presenters 

 

Questions Yes No Percentage 
(%) 

Session 1: Professor Dr Shaliza Ibrahim 40 1 97.6% 

Session 2: Associate Professor Dr Tan Peck Leong 41 0 100% 
 

Both speakers, Professor Dr Shaliza Ibrahim and Associate Professor Dr Tan Peck Leong 

were rated very high in their presentations (ranged between 4.55 and 4.60). Both the 

prersenters’ content and structure of presentation were also rated very high. They both 

demonstrated high professionalism in their presentations relating to the topics presented. 

From the feedback received, many participants mentioned that they appreciated the topics 

presented by the presenters, they have learned more on research assessments and SAIQoR,  

they enjoyed the networking, meeting the speakers, creating connections with researchers of 

similar interests. Therefore, it is much joy and satisfaction that the REPESEA National 

Conference has managed to bring with it improvement and incremental growth in the 

knowledge and approach to assess research impact in higher institutions in Malaysia. 

 

Conclusion 

The REPESEA National Conference held on the 2nd October 2019 at Grand Bluewave 

Hotel Shah Alam was a success. It achieved its objectives as to disseminate and share the 
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outcome of the REPESEA project in introducing SAIQoR as a new measurement tool 

to be included in enhancing the Malaysian Research Assessment (MYRA) instrument. 

The UiTM REPESEA team would also like to thank Erasmus+ Programme of the 

European Union through this REPESEA project in supporting and co-financing this 

REPESEA National Conference 2019. 
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