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Introduction

• The research culture and policy context of 
Thailand’s higher education reforms of its higher 
education system and associated policies. As it 
reflects this by conducting an in-depth 
investigation for policies. This paper aims to 
explore several policies and factors related to 
current status of knowledge, research culture 
and practice in Thailand’s higher education 
quality development.



Thai Research Culture

• The Royal Thai Government (RTG) through the 
Office of the Higher Education Commission 
(OHEC) initiated and implemented the National 
Research University (NRU) idea beginning in 
2009



• the main purpose is to promote their research 
and academic excellence in order to improve 
higher education rankings and national 
competitiveness. Nine universities were selected 
and approved by the OHEC to be NRUs based on 
past research performance and publications. 



• The OHEC began implementing its NRU initiative 
during 2009–2010 as part of the RTG policy to 
promote research and academic excellence among 
Thai Higher Education (HE) institutions, with the 
main purpose of boosting Thai national 
competiveness in HE. The NRU project has been 
financially supported by government with the 
ultimate goals of, first, improving national research 
capacity, and second, providing much needed 
human resources in the anticipation that this could 
also raise Thai university rankings 



• Therefore, NRUs are expected to help solve 
current national problems as well as analyze and 
respond to socio-economic challenges. The 
NRUs are also expected to serve as a solid 
foundation for increasing the quality and scope 
of industrial productivity as well as various 
aspects of social and economic development. 
NRUs are further expected to help improve Thai 
HE quality and promote Thailand as a regional 
educational hub 



• Thai government and the OHEC launched the NRU 
project because they believed that HE institutions 
such as national universities are the source of 
intellectual power to create technology and 
stimulate innovation. The NRUs are also expected to 
produce academic research papers and patents in 
anticipation that this will strengthen the country’s 
competitiveness and improve the overall quality of 
Thailand’s HE system. Thailand also now hopes to 
be a research, education, and training hub for the 
ten member states of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN)



• It is estimated that the RTG has funded research 
in the nine NRUs to provide a total budget of 
approximately 6,500 million THB, the 
equivalent (in 2016) of around 183 million USD. 
Almost 30 per cent of this budget has gone to 
health sciences, while 20 per cent was shared 
among the three subgroups in the food and 
agriculture supra-cluster (OHEC 2014b)



Budget allocation in six research areas



• NRU 9 universities are
Chiangmai University (CMU)
Chulalongkorn University (CU)
Kasetsart university (KU)
King Mongkut university of Technology Thonburi
(KMUTT)
Khon Kaen University (KKU)
Mahidol University (MU)
Prince of Songkla University (PSU)
Suranaree University of Technology (SUT)
Thammasat University (TU)



• there are very few studies on their performance 
and there is still a lack of systematic research, 
documentation, or standardized information on 
Thai NRUs, especially with respect to their roles 
in teaching, research, or service.



In Thailand, universities are a major source of knowledge research and 
development. According to the statistics and ranking from the QS universities 
rank in 2105 the top 4 are MU, CU, CMU and TU 





Chulalongkorn University (CU)

• oldest university 
• was founded by King Rama VI in 1917
• CU is usually ranked among the top three universities 

of Thailand. 
• The university currently offers multidisciplinary 

programmes and courses, but also tries to indorse 
interdisciplinary education and research throughout 
existing programmes and research clusters. 

• CU groups its research expertise into eight clusters, 
namely: energy; food and water; climate change and 
disaster management; health; ageing society; advanced 
materials; social development and human securities; 
and ASEAN studies 



Mahidol University (MU)

• MU was founded in 1943 as a medical science university but 
later developed into a multidisciplinary institution, while still 
retaining its strength in medicine. 

• The university is strong in physical sciences with several 
research clusters and its response to the OHEC’s NRU 
project led to the establishment of nine clusters that have 
specialised in fields of research for health, complex system 
science and diseases, social and environment, innovation for 
social well-being, etc.

• MU is among the first of the nation’s universities to develop 
sustainability policies, having initiated its green master plan 
in 2008. It has aimed to develop MU to become an “ideal 
university” that could provide a favourable environment for 
learning with physical structures that could harmonise with 
society and the environment 



Chiang Mai University (CMU)

• ranked third nationally 

• established in 1967 

• CMU has several research groups including: 
medical sciences; nanotechnology; an economic 
and business information centre; an agricultural 
biotechnology transfers and service centre; and a 
regional centre for social science and sustainable 
development 



Thammasat University (TU)

• TU, the second oldest university of Thailand, was 
established in 1934 as the first “open” public university 
for law and politics with a mission to provide higher 
education opportunities for Thai people with no entry 
requirements. 

• TU only offered programmes in social science and 
humanities but later, in 1975, it expanded to cover other 
fields in science and technology 

• there are three major areas of research; social science 
and humanities; science and technology; and health 
sciences. According to NRU projects, it has been further 
divided into a further seven research clusters.



Burapha University

• 7 cluster research policies

• Marine science

• Aging society

• Education

• Labor and workforce

• Eastern languages

• Eastern region studies

• Logistics



The recent table from QS rank 
showing the growing down of the 
ranks in Thai universities.







Analyzing factor Indicating Research Development Performance and 

Enhancing Quality of Higher Education in Thailand: 

Enforcement 
of Policy of 
education 

and culture 
of research 

Education and 
change: learning and 

teaching

Engineering 
the human of 

education

mutual respect and collaborative, academic staff development 
intending to promote student-centred teaching practice, curriculum 
design rather than rely on lectures based activities 



Thank you for your attention!


